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General Strategies

1+

Manage your time so that you
complete all sections of the test.

Read the questions first. This will help
you predict what the reading
selections is going to be about.

Skim the selectionand then=read-it
closely.

Underline or highlight important
information and ideas as you read.
As you read, think about what you are
reading and ask yourself questions
about it.

Try to "see” what you are reading;
some readers say this is like running a
video or movie in their heads.

Look for links between what you are
reading and experiences you have
had.

If you read a word you don't
understand, look for a root word that
you know inside the larger word; look
for prefixes and suffixes. _

If you still don't understand the word,
read to the end of the sentence and
look for clues to its meaning. Try
reading the sentences before and
after the sentence to see if you can
find the meaning from the context.

If a long sentence has you confused,
reread it and try to put it into your own
words.

If you are having trouble
understanding an idea, either read on
until the meaning becomes clearer or
stop and reread.

Strategies for Multiple-Choice
Reading Questions

o Read and reread the question
carefully.

s Read the four answers and rule out
any answers that are obviously
incorrect.

= |f necessary, reread the relevant

--—parts.of the selection to choose the
best or most correct answer.

s Record the answer on the Student
Answer Sheet as described in the
test instructions.

Strategies for Open-Response
Reading Questions

= Read and reread the guestion
carefully.

= Make connections between the
ideas and information in the reading
selection and your experience.

= Answer the question using specific
and relevant details and information
from the reading selection.

= Answer in full and correctly written
sentences, keeping your answer
within the six lines provided.

= Reread your response and correct
any errors you notice.




It is important that you follow the instructions and write in the required form. Read the assigned topic for each
task carefully before you begin to write. Make sure your work is on-topic and is in the required form.

A. LONG WRITING TASKS

> One of the tasks is writing a news report based on
a picture and headline provided. You will make up
facts and information to answer the questions Who?
What? Where? When? Why? and How? and write a
one-page report on the event. Your audience is the
readers of a newspaper.

Strategies for the News Report

 Look closely at the headline and picture. Think
of an event that relates to them.

» Make up the information and facts as you
answer some or all of the following questions:
Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?

¢ Pretend you are writing for a newspaper, not for
a radio or television station.

» Do not write an advertisement, for example, as
that is not the form of writing required.

= Write your report using the third person.

> The other long writing task is a series of paragraphs
expressing an opinion on a given topic. You will
develop your main idea with supporting details
(proof, facts, examples, etc.) and write a minimum
of three paragraphs on the two pages provided for
your response. Your audience is an adult who is
interested in your opinion.

Strategies for the Series of Paragraphs

» Read the topic question and decide what
position you will take in your response.

» Clearly state your opinion at the beginning or
end of your response.

< Write at least three paragraphs. Include an
introduction, a development and a conclusion.

o Support your opinion with reasons and relevant
examples or facts.

= Make sure the divisions between paragraphs
are clear.

B. SHORT WRITING TASKS

These tasks give you the opportunity to use your
knowledge and personal experience while demon-
strating your writing skills.

Strategies for the Short Writing Tasks

* Read and reread the question carefully.

o Think of links between the topic and your
knowledge and personal experiences.

e Answer the question using specific details and
relevant information.

° Answer in full and correctly written sentences,
keeping your answer within the six lines provided.

° Reread your response and correct any errors you
notice.

C. MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS

These multiple-choice questions give you the
opportunity to demonstrate the three writing skills.

Strategies for Muitiple-Choice Writing

Questions

» Read and reread the question carefully.

o Read the four answers and rule out any thatare
obviously incorrect.

» Ifnecessary, reread the question to choose the best
OT MOSL COITect answer.

» Record the answer on the Student Answer Sheet as
described in the test instructions.




Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT)

Follow along as your teacher reads the
instructions.

V' Check the identification numbers of the Question and
Answer booklets to see that the final 12 digits all match.
If they do not, report the problem to the teacher in charge.

v’ Check the pages of your Question and Answer booklets
to sce that they are in order. If they are not, report the
problem to the teacher in charge.

Note:

You are not permitted to use cellphones, audio- or video-
recording devices, digital music players or e-mail or
text-messaging devices during the assessment.

No work in this booklet
will be scored.

Education Quality and Continue to follow along as your teacher
ittt i reads the directions on the cover of

E@AC i
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Section

: Writing a Series of Paragraphs page 2

Provide your answer in Answer Booklet 2.

é ™
Task:

Write a minimum of three paragraphs expressing an opinion on the topic below. Develop your
main idea with supporting details (proof; facts, examples, etc.).

Audience:

an adult who is interested in your opinion

Length:

The lined space provided in the Answer Booklet for your written work indicates the approximate
length of the writing expected.

Topic:

Do students benefit from the two-month summer break?

Do not write in this area.




Section

Provide your answers in Answer Booklet 2.

page 3

di

Multiple-Choice Questions

Which option is the best concluding

sentence for this paragraph?

Many cities struggle with public transportation
needs. New subway construction is expensive,

and space for above-ground rail lines is limited.

Adding more buses can’t always reduce street
congestion. Transit users dislike fare increases,
but that is one way to raise money for
improvements,

Public transportation was cheaper in
the past.

There are no easy solutions to transit
problems.

There are various ways to eliminate
the need for cars.

Urban population growth means more
cars on city streets.

Choose the sentence that is written correctly.

Improving your focus starting the day
with breakfast.

Regular exercise result in better mental
functioning.

Taking frequent breaks can improve
focus and concentration.

Concentrating better with music or
television playing in the background.

Choose the option that best combines the
following sentences.

Carl J. Eliason invented the snow machine.

It was made using bicycle and car parts
and a pair of skis.

It was patented in 1927.

A Carl J. Eliason’s snow machine
invention, patented in 1927, was made
using bicycle and car parts and a pair
of skis.

B The snow machine was invented out
of parts from a bicycle, a car and a pair
of skis in 1927 and patented by Carl J.
Eliason.

C The snow machine was patented after
Carl J. Eliason used parts from a bicycle,
a car and a pair of skis to invent it in
1927.

D CarlJ. Eliason patented a snow machine
in 1927 because he used parts from
a bicycle, a car and a pair of skis to
invent it

e

Choose the sentence that is written correctly.

We observe the stars last night.

Teresa and Sam witnessed the accident.

T G M

Aminah and Khalil is going to see the
latest adventure film.

J  Ofthe whole class, only Winnie and
Omar is going on the field trip.




Section §[§§ Reading page 4

Read the selection below and answer the questions in Answer Booklet 2.

A Stunning Comeback to an Elite Sport

The official line on Marie-Eve Chainey in the women’s high Jump read “NH”—shorthand 1
for “No Height™—not exactly a fitting designation for an athlete who truly soared.

a For some athletes at the Canadian track and field 2
championships in August 2010, a triumphant
return meant posting fast times after a slow

N5 T season. For Chainey, it meant returning to elite
3 \\ 5 competition after a nine-year battle with kidney
'% - disease. Three years ago, she was unable to walk

1 . and even lacked the strength to wash her hair.

As a 14-year-old, Chainey would often travel 820 kilometres from Kapuskasing to 3
Toronto to train under coach Gary Lubin at York University. At 18, Chainey went to

Spain (o learn the language and continue her high-jump training. While there, she became

so dizzy she had to be hospitalized. That’s when she got the news: Her kidneys were no

longer working. She hasn’t known life without dialysis since.

Healthy kidneys filter waste products from the blood. In dialysis treatment, a machine 4
cleans the blood at regular intervals, for example, three times a week. Chainey has been
using nocturnal dialysis, which works while she sleeps.

Since her original diagnosis, Chainey has had to overcome four relapses and countless 5
other obstacles, including going blind for two months. She was told over and over she’d

never jump again because her muscles were too damaged. But for Chainey, jumping is
like breathing.

“From when I got sick, the goal that I had was to just be back jumping,” she said. 6
“Jumping was basically my happy place. Even now more so. Because I’m sick and there’s

so much going on, when I go to high jump, I don’t think about anything else than just

high jump and enjoying it. It is definitely my getaway. | feel normal because I don’t have

to think about anything else.”

So on the eve of the national championships, the 27-year-old was not about to be deterred 7
by a difficult night of dialysis. “I’'m very stubborn, I’m very hard-headed ... I just had to
find a way that I would be able to jump, no matter what.”




Section

Chainey certainly felt jitters at the
championships; her hands wouldn’t stop
shaking once the competition began. She
didn’t clear the starting height of 1.50
metres, which she had managed to get over
in practice. Still, you’d be hard pressed to
find a happier last-place finisher anywhere.

“Iust being out there, especially when they lined us up and they introduced us to the
crowd, it was a special moment that Il always remember,” she said. “I didn’t feel
comfortable at first because 1 didn’t feel | belonged. But although I didn’t get a height,

I still feel I belonged there. Tt felt awesome just to have the opportunity and experience
this.”

Chainey says kidney disease has cured her of her perfectionism. “I’ve always been a
straight A student, always done well in sports and piano,” she said. “So when 1 got sick,
my life wasn’t perfect anymore. I had to learn how to live with what you have, that T had
limits. That was a very good lesson for me, to know that things aren’t always perfect but
you can still make the best of it.”

Lubin is not surprised by her determination. “She used to come down from Kapuskasing,
a 12-hour train ride ... in order to train. When I talk to my athletes about dedication,
I'say, ‘Don’t tell me you came from Burlington. You think that’s far? Fow about
Kapuskasing?” This is the type of person she is.”

There are comebacks, and there are comebacks.

page 5
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Section

Reading (continued)

Provide your answers in Answer Booklet 2.

page 6

Multiple-Choice Questions

il Where was Chainey living when she was 2 What is the purpose of the dashes in
diagnosed with kidney disease? paragraph 1?
A Spain F  toset off an explanation
B Toronto G toreplace quotation marks
C Burlington H toindicate a change in topic
D Kapuskasing J  to separate an idea and an example
Early on, how did Chainey demonstrate her Why is paragraph 5 important to the
dedication to high jumping? selection?
F She went to Kapuskasing to train A Ttreveals Chainey’s determination.
competitively. i T
l 7 It describes the dangers of dialysis.
G et ian tr. .
Slie aiptted 2l e (;anadlan track C It proves that Chainey should not
and field championships.
compete.
H She competed even thiough she D It explains why high jumping is an elite
had received dialysis treatments. spo‘rf Y High jumping
J  She frequently travelled long distances
to train at York University. - ) ) .
Which word is closest in meaning to
“deterred” as used in paragraph 7?
How is the information in paragraphs 1 to 3
organized? F stopped
ished
A present to past G punishe
fuse
B cause and effect W epnffised
b g s . exhausted
C  similarities and differences J e
D more important to less important
\_




Reading

Provide your answers in Answer Booklet 2.

page 7

F
G
H
J

What impact did kidney disease have on
Chainey?

Chainey became dissatisfied with
anything less than a win.

Chainey stopped using jumping as an
escape from her troubles.

Chainey valued her fellow competitors
as encouraging supporters.

Chainey no longer expected to be
flawless in what she attempted.

Why was Chainey satisfied with her finish at
the national championships?

She had jumped her personal best,
She had met her coach’s expectations.
She had defeated her closest competitor.

She had returned to the sport she
enjoyed.

What idea connects the introductory
paragraph to the conclusion?

Chainey is a champion high jumper.

Chainey’s last place finish is a victory.

Chainey’s kidney disease is a curable
illness.

Chainey has qualified for the national
championships.




Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT)

INSTRUCTIONS

Attempt all questions. If you leave a question blank,
the question will be scored zero.

Use only pencil or blue or black pen.

Answering Multiple-Choice Questions

Choose the best or most correct answer for each question.

To indicate your answer, fill in the circle completely, as
shown below.

Like this: @  Notlikethiss ® © @

If you fill in more than one circle fora question, the question
will-be scored incorrect.

. . Provide ALL
To change a multiple-choice answer, erase or cross out your
answer and fill in the circle for your new answer. Ensure yOElr answ?rs to
that your final answer is clear. multiple-choice and
open-response questions

Answering Open-Response Questions in this booklet.

For the writing sections, pay attention to clarity, Space is available for

organization, spelling, grammar and punctuation. rough notes.

The lined space in this booklet indicates the approximate
length of the response expected.

Education Quality and
Accountability Office

You are now ready to start the test.

2015

This is a secure document. Reproduction and/or publication of this document is strictly prohibited.




page 2

Use the space below for rough notes. Nothing you write in this space will be scored.




Section Writing a Series of Paragraphs page 3

Read the question in Question Booklet 2 before providing your answer here.

- N

i Do students benefit from the two-month summer break?
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Section (€} Writing a Series of Paragraphs page 4
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Section

Writing page 5

Read the questions in Question Booklet 2 before providing your answers here.

Multiple-Choice

HOOOO
BOOO0O
BOOOO
BOOOO

Use the space below for rough notes. Nothing you write in this space will be scored.




Section {1} page 6

Read the questions in Question Booklet 2 before providing your answers here.

A Stunning
Comeback to an T g
Elite Sport el B e

Multiple-Choice
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Code

Descriptor

Blank

The pages are blank with nothing written or drawn in the space provided.

lllegible

The response is illegible, or irrelevant to the prompt.

Off topic

The response is off topic.

The response is related to the prompt but does not express an opinion.
OR

The response expresses an opinion with no supporting details or provides details
unrelated to the opinion. There is no evidence of organization.

Code 20

The response is related to the prompt, but only part of the response expresses and
supports an opinion.

OR
The response is related to the prompt, and expresses and supports an opinion, but

the opinion is unclear or inconsistent. There are insufficient supporting details: too
few or repetitious. There is limited evidence of organization.

Code 30

The response is related to the prompt and expresses a clear opinion. There are
insufficient and/or vague supporting details or the connection of the details to the
opinion is not always clear. There is evidence of organization, but lapses distract
from the overall communication.

The response is related to the prompt. A clear and consistent opinion is developed
with sufficient supporting details, however only some are specific. The organization is
mechanical and any lapses do not distract from the overall communication.

Code 50

The response is related to the prompt. A clear and consistent opinion is developed
with sufficient specific supporting details. The organization is logical.

Code 60

The response is related to the assigned prompt. A clear and consistent opinion is
developed with sufficient specific supporting details that are thoughtfully chosen. The
organization is coherent demonstrating a thoughtful progression of ideas.




Code 10

Do students benefit from the two-month summer break?
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Annotation:

The response expresses an opinion (Students benefit from the two month summer break) with no details
that support it. The details provided explain what a summer break is (summer begins and the students
have two months off school...you get to have a break off school and school doesn’t open for another
month) but not how the break is beneficial.




Do students benefit from the two-month summer break?
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Annotation:

The response is related to the prompt, and expresses and supports an opinion (No / do not think a two-
month summer break would benefit students). The supporting details are repetitious (they would start to
lose skills used in school...they would probably forget a lot of things they leaned in school.. .strat to

forget/lose memory of what they learned in school...). There is limited evidence of organization
(No...because...and, If...and).




Do students beneﬁt from the two-month summer break?
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Annotation:

The response is related to the prompt and expresses a clear opinion (Yes / believe that students do benifit
from the two month break). The connection between the supporting details and the opinion is not always
clear (teachers most likely enjoy having some vacation time to...). Other supporting details (gives students
a break; get to frustrated; be more focused and concentrate a lot better) are listed but are vague. There is

evidence of organization (firstly, Secondly, thirdly) but there is minimal development in terms of transitions
between ideas.
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Do students benefit from the two-month summer break?
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Continue writing your series of paragraphs on the next page.
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Annotation:

A clear and consistent opinion (Yes I do believe students do benefit from the two-month summer break...)
is developed with sufficient supporting details (break from getting things shoved in there head; benefit
from the summer break from a trip or vacation...). Only some are specific (get a taste of adult lifestyle,
make some money for a car or to save up for college).

The organization is mechanical and repetitious (/ think, I think, | think,). There is an introduction, body and
conclusion




Code 50

Do students benefit from the two-month summer hreak?

No  studentS do nod  penefid fremn the o -

_j—_\_&,\/ R‘gmpd duru\n -Hno xhoal Year . me pga!qglc

)
Mw&mmmw
e

NG

i\
AV o (- 30 PG . W » SARN4L (A 2 ¥ A

’ " L Orudenys 4iSn u,t' hﬂ"r"‘l’\ '}”
_dgr“u\n clacs s not O“Q\J & L\QJH

»&mrq@%' +hat \'g_\_gg__mj}ﬁ and r*e.?;pco%(u\ G£
n—\ka{ 'nc‘ooh‘ > ad e cchanl 3¢ Mggda}&rg}(-
Fur ex-am-o\-e wWhen students get batk froim

UM C S etbis -Hmv are m\u;__qp_nm;v and

fesSong .

unng teochec
7

Shudents do not Lenedd feemn 4he  trog-
m0ﬂ+‘1 Sa e © be enk b-ecquse i hﬂf“}f Yo
future Nvpg T\ms '153 e cause Yo marke

wn hecause ‘i"‘ey dent Cice gponk Scheet wotk

they ufl care ahout hangtng out uith:+helr
( Continue writing your"sjenes of paragraphs on the next page.




1h1X B meath
- feraoh how
Yo ! poinCitize 'H\M(“ %!m So khggs&moJrM

_ged kqndved ia  lotef. Uaa -H\Q! dmid

Students dp  nok benefit  Lreon  the Juyo—

enth  Summme” beeak bepguse _‘H\L\’,ﬂ}.‘ﬁéﬂl}.ﬁﬁ
: ( sohe e on dbeir }'\Qfm__ﬁ)__

those 2 menths . entt hove 40 mulh
free  dhwe vy s pad uy \alog}ma an therye
plertronteg 'ﬂ\m dro shudies sw elepironic
-d‘ﬁ!.‘.@:ﬁ an COME-E Cancer, yhvh s s.H’f\I Aaﬂﬁeﬁ_ﬁé’_______
Shdents alsa  Jend 1o 3ol _arcund “g&n -”\gu

bhovve oo myeh fima A oltce musn Sme 04

:”‘(n') '}‘0 get o m& &am,“)[g Spray_pain Q?
inas., k n <. La.rHu wren  cdudends hope

' ' f"h*"-f, pachel 4hgY
Can saehiyes nplve uz_\dgfagg dnngiz:\? ,ub,chv,gg Kora dgmggg
Fgg”: 'b%g, Can 93.4“ Yo () ‘}(Qﬂb]‘? and s ]k!’gg‘

h (Satlution sne Sduale & A8 oL Rasal
Gom tha 3 mondh sunmir vacakion }ze;(qu:(,%fg lose.

R 5 )

wr ourhfreed

W B 8 R At N BBl e b Phs AR e B



Code 50

Annotation:

A clear and consistent opinion (No students do not benefit from the two-month summer break) is
developed with sufficient specific supporting details (you forget some valuable skills you learned
that past year when you come back (eg. Math) potientially making your grades suffer...when

students get back from summer vacation they are always noisy and distracted easily....For
example spray painting buildings...).

The organization is logical. The body develops the ideas set out in the introduction and the ideas
are summarized in the conclusion. The organization follows a logical pattern. The use of topic
sentences (Students do not benefit from the two-month summer break because it hurts their
future lives) is followed with support (They also end up getting more years added onto their
education by slacking and having this 2 month break, every year).




Code 60

Do students benefit from the two-month summer break?
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Continue writing your serfes of paragraphs on the next page.
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Code 60

Annotation:

A clear and consistent opinion is developed with sufficient specific supporting details that are thoughtfully
chosen (will have over $4000 by the end of the break, which can pay for a big portion of tuition fees; 80%
of students that suffer from depression state it was caused by a huge school workload...). Each reason
provided is developed with specific details (with the huge workload and busy schedule that comes with

school, students do not have a lot of time to spend with family...If an uncle lives out of the country, then a
student would not be able to see him...).

The organization is coherent and demonstrates a thoughtful progression of ideas. In the introduction, the
author outlines the reasons that will be further developed in the supporting arguments. Transitional words
and phrases are used throughout the piece to develop the opinion (In order to have a successful future;
Throughout the school year; To conclude). The conclusion is an effective summation of the main points.




Code - o 1 - Descriptor

There is insufficient evidence to assess the use of conventions.
Code 10 OR

Errors in conventions interfere with communication.

Code 20 Errors in conventions distract from communication.

Code 30 Errors in conventions do not distract from communication.

Code 40 Control of conventions is evident in written work.




Code 10

Do students benefit from the two-month summer break?
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Annotation
This response provides insufficient evidence.




Code 20

Do students benefit from the two-month summer break?
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Annotation:

Errors distract from communication. Reading rhythm is interrupted by multiple sentence fragments (If
students say maybe they had 5 months summer break. Don’t want to come to school again.),

loss of control in the sentence beginning “Very easily they would've forgotten. . .); a run on sentence and
an incorrect verb tense (Alot of students especially they don’t need school they just want to enjoy live in a
stupid way.); a wrong noun form (Student get Holidays also . . .); punctuation errors (students life); erratic
capitalization (get Holidays; . . . better future, Better living); and missing words (to get better future; | mean
should be dying to get) or extra words (...start hating school hating).
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Code 30

There is some variety in sentence structure, and the lack of commas between sentence components does
not distract from communication (/t is nice to have summer break because it is in between grades so it
gives student the ability to get prepared ...).

Misspellings of homonyms and a few other words (siting, two for too, they’re for their, diner for dinner,) the
use of singular instead of plural (For student who do activities; ...student can get a head start), lack of

apostrophes (dont) and a run on sentence (Not only does it benefit students it benefits teachers...) do not
distract from communication.

The reader easily follows the student’s train of thought.




Code 40

Do students henefit from the two-month summer break?

Rt weels of school - cumper breale, It a great time to relay
. 3ie \oeach, hang out with friends, ahdl bask iy the _glorious por

sUW; howlever i g w0 -nonth  sum { beneﬂ"

MLmnded_ga_mfsgébg how has 2
Elest, summer loreax ic 2 geaft_spportunify fa | au lak_ad]

M_MM &l dain fis linith e el

8Y 1o replenish their thirst o
learn. Wlnen gour,, bram is macﬁve for & long ﬁenoo( o time

aar;
Wt mer . bram cells a/re When_braimn cells
“lie fakes dun‘e a /ma tme _wuntr/ fheu " resurrect-"’ a9 n,
_ preeably

Thg | n_wh o U)Our students olp st
d/d /367( Ueﬂ)r

Second, it makes us studants sad. Swe ks Qfé‘ét o haye

M—Ld%ﬂ.gﬁ.m&ztﬁm s _snafched! a4y frnm

you_in SemLPmbef uhen ‘school sfads ain, traté when udss

¢ de Uy can Eudoite fone o their schaef

wory F fheu 3R Conszmﬂg 8ddl 2 Thats ﬂgzﬁ?‘ 7%5‘/ @_a_“"
Pr).xﬂj.,. fhe summer bresk s Far oo /bna 777mk P
+his Iwaane ﬂafma 3 sc‘rmc A bacon. t‘/&’)&é’ (¢ napt”
~__umy_ﬁ'b _%{_‘9@‘
Ao 1magine Yraa ﬁ‘/rza’ % @7‘ 200 pfé’é‘eJ of e )w
Wm" /+ S mﬁ{:f’ea /q /zdf- ) quaf rmhfP /fs the &»@e W




7 the ‘ mes . Ggmethin

of 3 'Huna

-

' oyr” f
iﬁza{: scmi:; keach 7 }{g dzou/o/ gﬂag c f oy I ﬁgdz evgy
i wi M- ver(u (o 2 ob’

nsteadd . give Imore lemewpri at least thyt & bewelcial!

Annotation:

Control of conventions is evident in sentence structure and variety, and in consistently correct punctuation
that includes commas, apostrophes, dashes, question marks and exclamation points.

A few missing commas (however is a two-month break...; Heavenly right? not so great right?), an
incorrect verb (/ay for lie) and several misspellings or inaccurate contractions (to for too; you're for your,
Thats) do not undermine the overall control of conventions.
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For your multiple-choice answers to be included in the calculation of your final results, they must be entered on this sheet.
* To indicate your answer, use only pencil or blue or black pen to fill in the circle completely:
Like this: @  Notlikethis @ & @ ®
+ If you fill in more than one circle for a question, the question will be scored incorrect.
+ Ifyou leave a question blank, the question will be scored zero.

* If'you wish to change a multiple-choice answer, erase or cross out your answer and fill in the circle for YOUr new answer.
Ensure that your final answer is clear.
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